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HUMPHREY, Ernest 
 
Private, 51122 
7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Tuesday, 20th November 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Cambrai Memorial, Louveral 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 26 years 
 
Ernest Humphrey was born in 1891 at Haverhill, the son of George Humphrey and 
Eliza Humphrey nee Basham.  The family were living at this time at 23 Eden Road, 
Haverhill.  Ernest was the second youngest of nine children, five boys and four girls.  
His father had various employments during his life as an agricultural labourer, 
jobbing factory hand, gamekeeper and as a groom.   
 
Ernest’s mother died in 1902 age 47 and his father in 1903 age 48. 
 
Prior to the First World War Ernest enlisted into the army joining the Suffolk 
Regiment Private No 22758, most likely on a Short Service whereby he would have 
served a number of years before being discharged and placed in the reserves. He 
later enlisted again at Whitehall, London, again joining the Suffolk Regiment 7th 
Battalion Private No 51122. 
 
Ernest was to see action in the Battle of Cambrai.  The attack began early in the 
morning of the 20th November 1917.  Cambrai was part of the German Hindenburg 
Line protected by deep wide trenches and masses of barbed wire.  Having marched 
with as much secrecy as possible, to assemble at Gouzeaucourt, the 12th Division 

were on the right of the line and attacked along the Bonavis Ridge.  Rather than a 
barrage to destroy the enemy wire a large number of tanks were used for the first 
time.  To cross the deep ditches the tanks carried huge bundles of brushwood each 
weighing about a ton and a half on the nose of the tank, which they dropped into the 
ditch allowing them to cross.  The barbed wire was also removed by the tanks using 
grappling hooks to drag the wire in opposite directions.  
 
Ernest was killed in action on 20th 
November 1917. He was 26 years 
old and has no known grave. 
 
Ernest is remembered on the 
Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, 
where more than 7,000 servicemen 
of the United Kingdom and South 
Africa who died in the Battle of 
Cambrai are commemorated. 
 
Cambrai memorial (photo courtesy of 

CWGC) 
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill memorial a family wreath was laid inscribed: 
 

In loving memory of  Pte. E Humphreys,  
missing November 20 1917. 

 
Ernest was awarded the British War Medal and Victory Medal. 

 

 
 

 
Ernest’s nephew, William Thomas Humphrey died just three weeks earlier, serving in 
Palestine with the Suffolk Regiment. 
 
Fellow Haverhill man, Verner Radford, also of the 7th Battalion Suffolk Regiment 
was killed in action on 23rd November and is also commemorated on the Cambrai 
Memorial. 
 


